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CNS1201 SecDef Tells Navy’s Newest Sailors, “America is
Counting on You”, story by Chief Navy Journali st
Rhonda Burke, NTC Great Lakes Public Affairs

NAVAL TRAI Nl NG CENTER GREAT LAKES, IIll. (CNS) -- Secretary
of Defense Donald H Runsfeld told the Navy's newest

Sailors, recently, that America is counting on them

The Secretary was the reviewing officer at the Recruit
Pass-in-Review Cerenony, Friday, Nov. 16. He took the
salute of 615 of the Navy' s newest Sailors. The pass-in-
review cerenony marks the conpletion of nine weeks of basic

t rai ni ng.

“On Septenmber 11'" the terrorists came to the U.S. and
now we are taking the battle to them” he told the
assenbl ed crowd of Sailors, parents, famly nenbers and
friends. “Sonme of you may soon be on a flight deck in the
Arabi an Sea and what you do will matter. No matter what
the task, you will be an outpost of freedomhelping to

strike the eneny there before he strikes here.”



At the Recruit Pass in Review, Runsfeld reviewed the
Sailors in formation, presented awards to the top graduates
and delivered the keynote address. His first order to
recruits in formation was to stand at ease. He asked them
to applaud their parents for teaching themthe val ue of
patriotismthat led themto volunteer to enlist in the

Navy.

“You will be defending not just the honor of America,
but the honor of your parents, brothers, sisters and
friends,” he told the Sailors. “You will learn a |ot of

about life on the deck of a ship, nore than you may think.”

Fol l owi ng the pass in review cerenony, the secretary
hel d a press conference where he di scussed the ongoi ng war
i n Af ghani stan and the President’s resolve to root out

terrorism

“The President has not forgotten the people killed [in
the terrorists attacks]. He is aware of the threats that
exist and he is prepared to continue to strike at those

that harbor terrorists.”

Runsfeld is a Navy veteran, having served as a naval
avi ator from 1954-1957, follow ng graduation from Princeton

University. He is originally fromthe Chicago area.
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CNS1202 Navy Student Pilots Begin Training in Texan |
Aircraft, story by Lt. Barbara Kelly, Chief of

Naval Air Training/ Navy Regi on South Public
Affairs



CORPUS CHRI STI, Texas (CNS) -- The first class of Navy and
Air Force student pilots to train exclusively in the T-6A
Texan Il aircraft began flying at Mbody Air Force Base,
Ga., on Novenber 21.

This joint class of 15 students, Navy and Air Force,
started academ c training with the 3rd Flying Trai ni ng
Squadron, part of the 479'" Flying Training Goup, Mody Air

Force Base in Cctober.

“I't is good working in a joint environnent, working
together. This way we can take the best of both worlds,
the Navy and the Air Force, and conbine themto create a
better product. In our case that product is a better

pilot,” explained Lt. Merryl David, one of three Navy

instructor pilots stationed at Mbody.

The T-6A is the Navy's newest trainer aircraft. It
will eventually replace the Navy's T-34C and Air Force T-37
aircrafts. It is a single-engine, two-seat primary trainer
designed to provide entry-level flight training for student
naval aviators, Air Force pilots and navigators. The
aircraft is fully aerobatic and features a pressurized
cockpit with an anti-gravity system ejection seats and an

advanced avi oni cs package.

“The T-6A offers state-of-the-art avionics and a
digital cockpit conpared to the older T-34C. Moderni zing
our training assets is integral to naval aviation's overal
readi ness. Newer aircraft and training systens reduce the
cost and tine it takes to produce a trained aviator and
provi de a seamless transition to the fleet,” said Chief of
Naval Air Training, Rear Adm John E. Boyington Jr.



“The T-6A is a great platform | always |ike to say
it islike a T-34C on steroids. The T-6 has nore

hor sepower and a | onger range,” said David.

The Naval Air Trai ning Command provides the Navy and
Marine Corps with nore than 1,200 quality aviators

annual | y.
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CNS1203 Bal es named NTTC Corry Top Instructor, story by
Sandy Bansener, NTTC Corry Public Affairs

PENSACOLA, Fla. (CNS) -- Cryptologic Technician 1% C ass
(Surface Warfare-qualified) Korey L. Bales is Naval

Techni cal Training Center (NTTC), Corry Station Instructor
of the Quarter (10Q for 39 quarter. Bales, who reported
to his present assignnent as a CTA Basic “A” School
instructor in March 2001, credits his selection as 1OQ to

his determ nati on to succeed.

“Petty Oficer Bales runs fulltine on afterburners,”
sai d supervisor Senior Chief Navy Cryptol ogi c Technician
M chael W Meyer. “He’s one of our new stars in an already
exceptional group of instructors. He's only been aboard
seven nonths, but he' s already established a reputation as

a first-rate instructor and petty officer.

“As a new instructor, he has challenged hinself to
beconme proficient,” said Meyer. “He is consistently |auded
ininstructor critiques for his professionalism and his

cl ass grade point average, which routinely is at the 95



percentile.” Bales also fulfills seven collateral duty

posts in addition to his classroom duties.

Division officer Lt. Cndr. Susan K. Cerovsky descri bes
Bal es as a consunmat e professional who possesses all the
characteristics of a nodel instructor. “He continuously

strives for excellence, leading himinto the nost
chal | engi ng assignnents,” she said.

The next goal for the Mattoon, Ill., native is to
obtain Master Training Specialist certification. He's
currently al so working toward an associ ate degree through

Pensacol a Juni or Col | ege.

During his off-duty hours, he participates in the
Youth Motivator program here, at Warrington El enmentary
School. He has also been involved in five Habitat for
Humanity conmunity projects, and served as naster of

cerenoni es for Pensacola Area Special Q ynpics.

The ni ne-year Navy veteran has served in Rota, Spain;
Washi ngton, D.C.; Diego Garcia; and aboard the destroyer
USS CUSHI NG (DD 985) honeported in Yokosuka, Japan. He has
been awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Commendati on Medal,
three Navy and Marine Corps Achievenent Medals, Mlitary
Qut st andi ng Vol unteer Service Medal, and two Good Conduct
Medal s.
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CNS1204 More Force Protection Training and Sl eep May Be
Ahead for Navy Recruits, story by Chief Navy



Jour nal i st Rhonda Burke, NTC Great Lakes Public
Affairs

NAVAL TRAI NI NG CENTER GREAT LAKES, IIl. (CNS) -- Navy
recruits in training nay soon be receiving nore anti-
terrorismand force protection training as well as getting
nore rest under reconmendati ons made by the Board of

Advi sors during its first neeting |last week.

The 16- nenber Board of Advisors, conprised of the
fleet and force master chief petty officers as well as
command master chiefs of the mgjor training comands, was
designed to provide a nmeans to review Recruit Training
curricula and make recomendati ons on what Navy recruits

shoul d be learning in basic training.

The Board was chall enged by Rear Adm Ann E. Rondeau,
commander, Naval Training Center, Geat Lakes, to
critically look at the Basic Training curriculum and
recomend changes necessary to produce Sailors for the 21st

Century Navy.

"It is a different Navy and we need a different Kkind
of Sailor," she said. "Today, the training mssion is
about equal to the operational one because it is the top
how to fund the priority of our |eadership.” Chief of
Naval Operations Adm Vern Cark has nmade training his top

priority in his second year at the helm

Chi ef of Naval Education and Training, Vice Adm Al
Har ms, approved the panel's recommendations. Wrk will now
be done at the command | evel to study how to inplenent the
recommendati ons, including scheduling changes, and

neasur es.



Commander, Naval Training Center Conmand Master Chief
Jon Thonpson initiated the concept for the Board of
Advi sors based on a suggestion by Crdr. Robert Feinberg
fromthe center's training departnent. The concept was
t hen approved by senior |eadership and with the assistance
of CNET Force Master Chief Gegg Pratt, the board cane
together to study the boot canp curriculumat G eat Lakes

for four days.

"It is inportant that the fleet's senior enlisted
| eadershi p defines what our Sailors will |look like," said

Thonpson. "The fleet is our true custoner.”

A recommendation that recruits in training be given an
addi ti onal hour of sleep may be the easiest of the areas
studied to i nplenment according to Thonpson. The nost
likely scenario is that Taps will be sounded for recruits
at 9 ppm vice 10 p.m Currently recruits sleep from 10
p.m until 4 a.m unless standing duty. Studies have shown
that young adults learn nore effectively and retain nore

i nformati on when they sl eep seven to ei ght hours per night.

"The Navy is the only arned service that currently
restricts the recruits' sleep to six hours per night. This
recomrendati on would be in line with actions taken by the
ot her branches of the arned services,"” said Carl Ross, dean

of Training for the Naval Training Center.

| ncreased curriculumin force protection and anti -
terrorismtraining will also likely be inplenented based on
t he recommendati ons of the Board.

"I think, since the USS COLE incident |ast year, there

has been a consensus that additional force protection and



anti-terrorismtraining needs to be inplenented," said
Thonpson. "The question is how and where shoul d t hat

training be inplenented.”

Recruits currently train on laser-guided M16 rifles
and live-fire rounds froma 9-nmm handgun. Under
recomendat i ons made by the board, recruits will fire
additional 9-nmrounds and receive live-fire Mossberg 12-

guage-shot gun trai ni ng.

"To inplenment this neasure, we need to eval uate our
current facilities. It may require additional facilities,

fundi ng and staff,"” Thonpson sai d.

The board al so made recommendati ons to | engthen
hol i day routine hours on Sundays so nore recruits could
participate in chapel services, have additional tine for

witing home, and building teammork within the division.

The Board al so | ooked at recommendati ons for increased
operational risk managenent instruction and conputer

t rai ni ng.

The board will neet again in February 2002 to di scuss

i npl enenti ng recommendati ons, and ot her generated issues.

"The concept is to have this board neet at a m ni num
of twice a year to discuss ongoing issues relative to boot

canp training," Thonpson said.

The Board of Advisors is an advisory body devel oped by
CNET with representatives from operational and training

conmands.
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CNS1205 New Veteran’s Affairs Web Site Pronptes Vets-in-

School s Program story by Veteran's Affairs
Public Affairs

WASHI NGTON D. C. (CNS) -- In support of President Bush's
initiative to unite schools with America's veterans, the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has started a Wb site,

"The Veterans' Experience.”

The new VA Wb site will provide information to hel p
teachers and veterans inform students about contributions
vet erans have nade to the Anerican way of life. The online
educational materials are designed to help the President's

new canpai gn, "Anerica's Lessons in Liberty,"” which strives
to bring a veteran to every school for Veterans Day, and as

often as possible during the year.

The new site, hosted on VA's nain site at
http://ww. va. gov/veteranedu, will link to sites operated
by veterans' service organi zations, civic education

organi zati ons and the VA's own Veterans Day section.

"No one can tell the story of our nation's struggles

agai nst the foes of freedom better than our veterans," said
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi. He
added that veteran organi zati ons al ready encourage nenbers
to reach out to schools with stories about mlitary
experiences, and VA's new Wb site will support educationa

progr ans.

Princi pi enphasized that the President's call to

veterans to offer thensel ves as guest speakers at school s



goes beyond Veterans Day and is a call also to students to

recogni ze Anerica's veterans.

The Web site will include exanples of sacrifices by
wel | - known veterans, information on the country's freedons

and expl anations of popul ar Anerican synbols of patriotism

For nore informati on on the Departnent of Veterans

Affairs go to http://ww. va. gov.
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CNS1206 Commander NTC Great Lakes visits NITC Corry, story
by Sandy Bansener, NITC Corry Public Affairs

PENSACOLA, Fla. (CNS) -- Rear Admral Ann E. Rondeau
commander, Navy Training Center (NTC), Geat Lakes, III.,
recently visited Pensacola for briefings with the Chief of
Naval Education and Training staff. Wile in Pensacol a,
the admral visited Naval Technical Training Center (NTTC
Corry Station for a first-hand | ook at the foll ow on

trai ning, and base environnment for Sailors reporting to

NTTC upon graduating from NTC G eat Lakes.

Foll owi ng a wi ndshield tour of the base, Rondeau
visited the Navy MIlitary Training (NMI) center, the single
poi nt of student managenent at Corry that continues the
Sai |l ori zation process fromRecruit Training for entry-I evel
students. The program i ncl udes student indoctrination;
wat ch standi ng procedures; how to prepare for personnel,
seabag, and wall | ocker inspections; bachelor enlisted
guarters processing; and other required General Mlitary

Trai ni ng topics.



Seni or Chief Navy Cryptol ogi ¢ Technici an Bl ake J.
Conti, NMI | eading chief petty officer, briefed the admral
on the specifics of the NMI program and the | ength of tine
required conpleting each phase. “The admiral was inpressed
with the program | ayout, and | eaderships’ passion in

instructing the program” he said.

Rondeau al so visited an Automated El ectronic C assroom
in the Basic Signals Analysis “A” school, where she was
briefed by classroominstructor Cryptol ogi c Technician 15
Class Darold B. Little. Her final stop was the Naval
Security Group Display housed at Corry.

- - USN—
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CNS1207 Pr e- Conmi ssioning Unit MCCAMPBELL Leaders Visit
Crew-In-Training at NTC G eat Lakes, story by

Chi ef Navy Journal i st Rhonda Burke, NTC G eat
Lakes Public Affairs

GREAT LAKES, I1l11. (CNS) -- Aiming to forge a team prepared
to comm ssion the Navy's newest guided nissile destroyer,
the | eadership of the Pre-Conmm ssioning Unit (PCU)
MCCAMPBELL (DDG 85) traveled to Naval Training Center G eat
Lakes recently to visit with Sailors under orders to the
ship and who are still conpleting apprentice and recruit

t r ai ni ng.

"You nmake up the rest of our crew, " said Cndr. Mark
Mont gonery, prospective commandi ng of ficer of PCU
MCCAMPBELL. "You will have an inportant role to play in
bringing the MCCAMPBELL to |ife and serving on her first

crew. '



Mont gonmery, who was acconpani ed by the ship's
prospective executive officer, Cndr. Skip Shaw, Command
Master Chief Mck Fulton and | eadi ng Boatswain Mate 1st
Class (Surface warfare-qualified) Karen Vigliotti, said
visiting with this final elenment of the crew was inportant

to what he feels is the ship's m ssion.

"I wanted them [ prospective crewnenbers] to neet the
people that are going to lead themfor the next three
years," Montgonery said. "I want themto know where to
turn if they have problens and to understand that their
| eadership team cares about themand is here to support

t hem"

During an informal gathering at the seaman trainer, a
nmock ship designed to train Sailors in shipboard
evol utions, the crew | eaders spoke with the Sail ors and
told them what to expect in reporting to the PCU

Fol | owi ng apprentice training, these Sailors wl |
report to Fleet Training Center, San Diego, Calif., to work
with other nenbers of the PCU and undergo fire-fighting
trai ning, damage control, and other fleet training to
prepare themto take custody of the ship. 1In early 2002,
they will transfer the unit to Bath, Miine, where the ship

i s now under constructi on.

"You will be learning these shipboard systens al ong
with the rest of the crew, so it is inportant that you are
ready for the job," said Fulton, who distributed wel cone
aboard books to each of the prospective crewrenbers. The
prospective crewrenbers al so recei ved command ball caps

fromthe commandi ng officer.



"I just have a mllion questions and |'mexcited to
have the chance to nmeet people fromny ship and know nore
about it," said Seaman Recruit Treasure Jackson, 22, of
Lake Arrowhead, Calif., who conpleted boot canp recently
and is now attendi ng seaman apprentice school.

MCCAMPBELL is slated to be conmm ssioned in March 2002
in San Francisco, and will be honmeported in San D ego.

For nore informati on on NTC Great Lakes, go to

http://ww. ntcgl.navy. ml.

- - USN—
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CNS1208 NTTC hosts Navy Col | ege Rating Partner School s,

story by Sandy Bansemer, NITC Corry Public Affairs

PENSACOLA, Fla. (CNS) -- Two years ago the Navy inpl enented
an enhanced vol untary education programthat expands the
opportunities for Sailors to pursue coll ege degrees. New
partnershi ps were devel oped with coll eges and universities
to offer rating-related degrees via distance learning to
Sail ors everywhere. The Navy Col | ege Rating Partner
School s program supports the Sailor’s nobile lifestyle and
buil ds on the academ c credit earned for Navy training and

on-t he-job work experience.

I n Sept enmber Naval Technical Training Center (NITTC)
Corry Station invited 10 partner colleges affiliated with
the cryptol ogic and el ectronic warfare technician ratings
to visit Pensacola to | earn nore about one of the Navy’'s
finest technical training centers. The visit would al so

allow themto educate Sailors on the benefits of



affiliating with Navy Coll ege Rating Partner Schools
followi ng conpletion of their training at Corry.

Capt. Edward H. Deets |11, comuandi ng of ficer of NTTC,
recently hosted Meg Benke, dean of the Center for D stance
Learning, State University of New York-Enpire State Coll ege
(SUNY-ESC), during a visit to reinforce the partnership
established with the conmand. SUNY-ESC, the first of five
Navy Col | ege Program (NPC) partners accepting the
invitation to visit the training center, offers degrees in
nore than 15 educational areas for nore than 23 Navy

ratings.

Benke nmet with Deets, the Director of Training, and
training departnment division officers during a working
lunch. Deets briefed her on the inportance of NITC s
training mssion and the potential that the Navy Coll ege
Rating Partner Schools programoffers Sailors earning

college credit through their “A” and “C’ school courses.

Deets said, and Benke agreed, “All of us learned a
great deal that will help inprove what we do for our

students with our Navy Col |l ege Partners.”

Fol I owi ng the commandi ng officer's brief and a tour of
Basic Instructor training, the Informati on Systens
di vision, and the Signals Analysis training simulator,
Benke delivered an informative presentation on the nmany
opportunities for further education offered by SUNY-ESC to

nmore than 80 Sail ors.

“This visit was invaluable,” said Benke. “I am happy
to be the first of the Navy Coll ege Partners to visit, and

| hope | won't be the last. | amneeting with several of



the NCP nmenbers in Olando later in the week, and |'m

anxi ous to share what |’'ve | earned here.”

The evol ution of distance education and the Navy’'s
comm tnment to Navy E-Learning allows Sailors to enroll in
Enpire State Col |l ege or any of 15 other Navy Col | ege

Partners fromnearly any Navy duty station in the world.

Janmes Cronin of the University of Maryl and-University
College will be the next to visit and exchange information
with staff and students. Representatives of O d Dom nion
Uni versity, Rogers State University, and Troy State

University will visit over the next few nonths.

| ncrease your opportunities for a college education.
Cont act your |ocal Navy College Ofice, or get nore

i nformati on at www. navycol | ege. navy. m | .
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CNS1209 2nd Annual City-Wde Junior ROTC Drill Meet for
New York City, by Lt. Pete Small, State University
of New York Naval ROTC Public Affairs

FORT SCHUYLER, N. Y. (CNS) -— The Naval ROTC Unit at the
State University of New York (SUNY) Maritinme Coll ege,

hosted the second annual New York City Junior ROTC Drill
Meet recently. Approxinmately 500 hi gh-school students from
16 Junior ROTC Units conpeted on the canpus of SUNY

Maritime in 15 different events over two days.

Ri ver head Hi gh School Navy Juni or ROTC, Riverhead,
N. Y., took the overall chanpionship that was based on

performance in eight of the fifteen events. They were



presented with the chanpi onship “Perpetual Cup” trophy,
which they will keep until next year's drill conpetition.

Ri ver head was al so the winner of the first cityw de dril
meet at SUNY Maritinme College held in February. WIIliam

Fl oyd H gh School Navy Junior ROIC, Mastic Beach, N. Y., and
Li nden Hi gh School Marine Corps Junior ROTC, Linden, N.J.,
pl aced second and third in the overall conpetition,
respectively. Trophies were awarded for first, second, and
third places in each event, in addition to the overal
trophies. Thirteen of the 16 schools that participated

t ook honme at | east one trophy. Team events included

platoon armed (wth rifles) and trick drill; squad arned,
unarmed, and trick drill; color guard conpetition; two man
trick drill; individual drill knockout; uniforminspection,;

tug- of -war and physical fitness relay races.

Cadets al so conpeted in two individual events: first
year and upper -class individual knockout, where 60 and 120
cadets conpeted respectively for the honor of being the
best cadet for the weekend. In the upper-class division,
which pitted 120 cadets while performng drill novenents
with rifles, Cadet Samantha Denuria, a 17-year-old senior
at WIliamFloyd H gh School Navy Juni or ROTC edged out two
ot her cadets fromthe H gh School of G aphic Arts Navy
Junior ROTC Unit. In the first year conpetition, freshman
Ant hony Purcell, 15, from Lincoln H gh School Marine Corps
Juni or ROTC, had the edge over 60 other first year cadets.
Bot h events highlighted the weekend. Spectators cheered
for their favorites, while four enlisted Marines played the
part of the critical judges and nmade the very tough choices

for the top cadets.



Two crisp, clear days and the beautiful campus of SUNY
Maritime Col |l ege, located in the Throgs Neck section of the
Bronx, contributed to the overwhel m ng success of the
event. O the noney raised by the event, $2,200 was
donated to the Navy and Marine Corps Relief Society, Arny
Emergency Relief Society, and Air Force Energency Reli ef
Soci ety.

Marine Corps Junior ROTC Units fromthe foll owi ng schools

parti ci pat ed:

Ben Sal em Hi gh School, Ben Salem N.Y.,
El i zabet h Hi gh School, Elizabeth, N J.,
Emer son Hi gh School, Union City, N.J.,
Li ncol n H gh School, Yonkers, N.Y.,
Readi ng School District, Reading, NY.,
Henpst ead Hi gh School, Henpstead, N.Y.;

Navy Juni or ROTC Units fromthe foll ow ng school s conpet ed:

Harri sburg Hi gh School, Harrisburg, Pa.,

Hi gh School of Gaphic Arts, New York Cty, NY.,

Li nden Hi gh School, Linden, N.J.,

M ddl et own H gh School, M ddl etown, N.Y.,

Nort h Rockl and Hi gh School, Thells, N.Y.,

Ri ver head Hi gh School, Riverhead, N.Y.,

Sout hol d Hi gh School, Southold, NY.,

WIlliam Fl oyd Hi gh School, Mstic Beach, N.Y.;
The Air Force Junior ROTC Units from Evander Childs High
School, Bronx, N. Y., and Franklin K Lane H gh School,
Brooklyn, N. Y. also conpeted.

The Junior ROTC Drill Conpetition is an annual event
open to all area Junior ROTC Units and is held in Novenber.

The event has grown fromthe original one of five schools



and 150 cadets to 16 schools and 500 cadets. Fut ure events

are expected to be even |arger.

The SUNY Maritime Naval ROTC Unit is G eater New
York's only Naval ROTC Unit, and one of four in the state.
Naval ROTC graduates each receive a comm ssion in either
the Navy or Marine Corps Reserve, and serve on active duty
upon receiving a bachelor's degree. The Navy Junior ROTC
instills the values of citizenship, service to the United
States, personal responsibility, and a sense of
acconpl i shment in high school students.

For nmore information on the SUNY Maritime Naval ROTC
Unit, visit its Wb site at www. sunymaritine.edu/rotc. For
nore information on the Naval ROTC program visit

WWW. nrotc. navy. ml .

For information on the Arned Forces Juni or ROTC

programs Vvisit:

www. nj rotc. navy. ml (for Navy)
wwv. t ecomusntc. ml/jrotc (for Marine Corps)
WwWw. rot c. nonroe.arny.ml/jrotc (for Arny)
wwmv. af oats. af . m | / AFJROTC. ht m (for Air Force)
- - USN- -
- - USN- -
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CNS1210 Sat urday Schol ars Program a Success at Hol m
El enmentary School, story by Sandy Bansener, NITC
Corry Public Affairs
PENSACOLA, Fla. (CNS) -- For soldiers, Sailors, Mrines and
airmen at Naval Technical Training Center (NTTC), Corry
Station, the arrival of autum neans the return of the

ever - popul ar Saturday Schol ars program which pairs 50



Corry “A’ school students with 50 Escanbi a County
el ementary school students for six consecutive Saturdays.

The training center was the second Navy conmand to
i npl emrent the Saturday Scholars programin 1985, and today
boasts the | ongest-running programin the mlitary.

This session students at Hol m El ementary School in
Nort heast Pensacol a have been working with tutors on the
“three R s” and, perhaps nore inportantly, on making new

friends.

Hol m students say they don’t m nd going to school on
Saturdays — in fact, they look forward to it. “I get extra
hel p,” said Saturday Scholar Coty Pace. “And | have plenty

to do on Saturdays instead of not doing anything.”

Fifth-grader Tayl or Rhodes said he’s having fun, but
what he |ikes best about the programis “...nostly just
learning.” And 1l1l-year-old Fredricka Burgess added, “I
like ny tutor. She's funny.”

DeAnna King, instructional technol ogist at Holm
El enentary, says the programis very inportant, and not
only because of the tutoring the children receive in
reading, witing and math activities each week. “A lot of
them [the students] just need sone extra speci al
attention,” she said. “Mst of the kids here have bonded

with their mlitary nentors.

“I't’s amazing that we have had so few students not
show up on a Saturday, especially when nost of them have to

wal k or hitch a ride to get here.



“All week long they say, ‘I’'Il see you Saturday M.
King. [I’'ll see you Saturday.” | had one little boy
waiting when | got here at 7 o' clock this norning. So
they’ re anxious to be here,” said King. *“lI think we have
such a busy world that this is just so nice for the
children to have soneone who can provi de special attention

just for them ...to work one-on-one with them”

The general consensus anong the nmentors from Corry

Station is that they aren’t giving up their Saturdays at

all. “1 like it [Saturday Scholars] a lot,” said tutor
Cryptol ogi c Technician Gabrielle Hoffman. “I | ove working
with kids, and it gives ne sonething to do. |’mnot just

sitting around on base.”

The students and their tutors said their good-byes at
this session's recent graduation cerenony. But the
students and tutors alike say this won’t nmean an end to
their newy formed friendships. Marine Corps Lance
Cor poral Jason Righter says he and his student, 10-year-old
Mar k Yepishin, will be longtine friends. “This is a good
opportunity we're offered through Saturday Schol ars,” said
Righter. “Mark is a great kid ...very smart, very bright.”

Master Chief Cryptol ogic Technician Douglas S. Lonet
served as NITC s Saturday Schol ars program coordi nator for
this session with assistance from Master Chief Cryptol ogic
Techni cian David d ark.
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